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Thomas Abrams is a postdoctoral fellow at OISE/University of Toronto's Department of Social
Justice Education. There are three themes that he has pursued as of late. First, he is interested in
the phenomenological philosophical tradition, and how disability is explored (or more often,
ignored) therein. The two other themes stem from this philosophical interest, exploring how
disability is managed through income and labour support policy, and the micropolitics of
rehabilitation therapy. This work draws from many different resources, ranging from the abstract
philosophical work of Martin Heidegger, to empirical policy studies, and his own personal
experience of muscular dystrophy.

Jason Bryant defended his PhD dissertation at the Arizona State University and graduated in
December 2013. The dissertation, Queering Home: Domestic Space and Sexuality in Postmodern
American Literature, reflects his research interests in theories of space, domesticity, and sexuality. In
particular, he uses a queer, deconstructive lens to interrogate norms that cling to representations
of domesticity.

Claudio Cappotto is a psychologist, psycho-therapist, and sexologist. He is currently doing postdoctoral research at the Frederic II University of Naples (Centro Ateneo SInAPSi). His research
interests include: mediation and conflict resolution, prevention of homophobia, juvenile
delinquency, community and normative violence, social identity and intergroup relations, psychosexology and LGBT studies. He has widely conferenced and written for national and international
readers.

Amith Kumar PV is an Associate Professor in the Department of Comparative Literature and Indian
Studies, The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad, India. He has been a Fulbright
Visting Fellow at Portland State University, Oregon, USA from August 2007 to June 2008. He has
published research articles in international journals, mainly on Mikhail Bakhtin’s dialogic principles,
with a focus on their extension and appropriation in the context of “Indian literatures." He has
presented papers in international conferences in Denmark, Finland, Greece, the USA, and the UK.
He has delivered several keynote addresses at national conferences in India. His areas of research
specialization include Bakhtin Studies, Comparative Literary Studies, Translation Studies and
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Disability Studies. Currently, he is the principal director of the Indian Council of Social Sciences
Research sponsored special project on Disability Studies in India. His book titled Bakhtin and
Translation Studies: Theoretical Extensions will be published by Cambridge Scholars Publishing in
February 2015.

Allison Moore is a senior lecturer in Early Childhood Studies and Sociology at Edge Hill University,
Ormskirk, England. Her research interests include sexual politics, sexual citizenship and the
regulation of sexuality, especially the regulation of youth sexuality.

Stanimir Panayotov graduated in Philosophy from Sofia University and holds MA in Philosophy
and Gender Studies from Euro-Balkan Institute (2011) with a thesis on Plato’s natural philosophy
and the problem of femininity/maternity in the ancient concept of space (khôra). He is currently a
Ph.D. Candidate in Comparative Gender Studies at Central European University, Budapest, working
on the problem of disembodiment in the cosmologies of Neoplatonism and New Realism. His
research interests and published work are centered round issues in feminist and continental
philosophy, queer theory, and gender studies. Stanimir is also part of New Left Perspectives in
Sofia, where he is the co-director of Sofia Queer Forum, and of IPAK.Center – Research Center for
Cultures, Politics and Identities in Belgrade, where he co-organizes the Summer School for
Sexualities, Cultures and Politics.

Paul Reynolds is Reader in Sociology and Social Philosophy at Edge Hill University. He is coconvenor of the International Network for Sexual Ethics and Politics and co-Editor in Chief of its
Journal - http://www.budrich-journals.de/index.php/insep. His research focuses on sexual ethics
and politics with particular reference to sexual consent, literacy and well-being and radical theories
of sexuality and sexual citizenship.

Cirus Rinaldi is Senior Lecturer of sociology, as well as a researcher in the sociology of law,
deviance, and social change at the Department of Cultures and Society, University of Palermo, Italy.
His main research inerest include the sociology of the body and sexualities, the relationship
between the social construction of norma-tive masculinity and violence; prostitution (transgender
prostitution, social space and identity negotiations; social policies); as well as LGBT studies and
queer theory. Among his international publications is the article "Normalizing violence:
Homophobia as masculinity’s test," co-authored with Claudio Cappotto (HERMES 2014) as well as
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the entries on Homophobia, Homosexuality, Intersexuality, Normalization, Public sex, and
Transsexuals in the Encyclopedia of social deviance (eds. C. Forsyth and H. Copes, Sage 2014).

Oindri Roy is pursuing her Ph.D in the Department of Comparative Literature and India Studies,
The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad, India. She has presented papers, mainly
in the fields of Gender Studies and Comparative Literature at conferences in India. Her publications
include “Of Spaces, Boundaries and Movements: The Recurrence of the Travel Motif in Narratives of
Gender Fluidity” in eDhvani (Issue V, July 2014 ISSN: 2279-0209) and “The Possibilities of Reversifying: Comparing the Translations of a Poem” Abong Sanskriti (ISSN: 2348-3504). Her domains
of interest are Queer Studies, Gender Studies, Commonwealth Literature, and Comparative
Literature.

Marta Usiekniewicz earned two Masters at the University of Warsaw, Poland, in English and in
American Studies. She is currently working on a dissertation about food and masculinity in crime
fiction, "The Eating Detective: Food and Masculinity in 20th Century Crime Fiction," and teaching at
the University of Warsaw and the University of Social Sciences and Humanities in Warsaw, Poland.
Her academic interests include gender studies, food studies, fat and disability studies, as well as
studies of popular culture.
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